Hamilton Super 12

Ahh, the Hamilton Super 12. Always a regatta that warms my heart. After a number of painful
weeks technique training we finally got a chance to get on the water and race. It gives the
newbies a real chance to see what the sport is all about and gives the old hands a chance to
revitalize that competitive spirit! This season was no exception.

We had two teams racing, EW Rua
and EW Tahi (and yes, there were
numerous attempts to encourage
some more exciting team names*,
but to no avail). Already at such an
early stage of the season the
amount of support the team had
was phenomenal. Photos Forever had set up their own
photo display on site, which attracted heaps of attention.
Numerous EW staff members came down to wish us luck,
partners and family came along to cheer, and who could
forget those loyal faces of Alice & Bronwyn proudly
emblazoned with the EW dragonboat logo and colours?
(logos, which due to a small case of sunburn, were
embarrassedly worn for a week after as well!)

Although many already looked to him as a leader, it was the first time Tama was officially asked to step up as Team
Captain, and he excelled. New team members were taken under his wing, and offered paddling techniques and race
tips. The team as a whole was brought together in mutual embarrassment with our rather pathetic, public display of
timing, rhythm and song. (I know you all loved it!)

The Hamilton Super 12 also gave us a chance to show our softer sides, in a two boat
race between us and a bunch of school kids. After our usual kick-ass start and fine
race form it was decided that we should slow the boat and let the school kids win.
Some stopped paddling, hell some even buried their blades deep in the water to stop
the boat — there were a few of us stubborn competitive types who kept paddling hard —
as we graciously tried to give the victory away.

By the end of the day we had created an entire boat out of newbies — people who
wanted to join the team and others who just wanted to see what all the fuss was about.
They did a great job and everyone enjoyed a great day out.
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*Eco-Warriors, Eco-Dragons, or the ‘Look-at-my-biceps’ team, SG

Memorable Moments #10

Riding into the motel in Christchurch and seeing the whole team boozing it up
outside - at that point | knew the season was well underway.
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