Tauranga Super 12

Tauranga was my first regatta and it was a gorgeous day, though | do enjoy my
usual sleep in on a Saturday morning. But on this particular Saturday morning it
was off to Tauranga. I'd prepared lunch the night before so | packed the chilly bin
full of food and drink ready to fuel me for the day ahead. My husband Aaron and |
decided to stop for brekkie at Cambridge BP. Well, seems like my fellow paddlers
had the same idea as | bumped into a few of them at the BP. It would appear that a
few interesting breakfasts were consumed that morning as | saw Erin’s sister eating
an ice cream at about 7 in the morning, and my husband requested a steak and
cheese pie. | chose a chocolate muffin that was then washed down with a coffee.

When we got to Tauranga we were lucky to find a
carpark as they were filling up fast. Then it was off to
find the EW crew. We had four races that day and |
was in three of them. The first race was cool. Why?
Because we won. We won the second race too, and in
the subsequent races we came third and fourth in the
Finals. We had a quick team brief afterwards about
how we were going to do better at the next regatta and
| realized | was in a team that really wants to win. It was an awesome day and all over so
fast. | think some of us got a little sunburned though. Then, after all the dragonboating
action had finished it was off to the pub ‘Coyotes’ for the
Awards ceremony and celebrations. A few drinks were
consumed and the place was packed with dragon boaters
and supporters. After all that we were pretty shattered and drove back to Hamilton where |
was desperately looking forward to washing the salt water out of my hair. Not without
stopping at Burger King first though, for a BBQ bacon cheeseburger combo — yum. Cirina
and Jason were having a few or more drinks at their place so we headed over there with
some drinks, including my trusty bottle of Riccadona. A few different concoctions were
consumed during the course of the night and some of us faded quickly after that. All in all
it was a great day and night and I'm sure we all slept well — we’ll put it down to the salt air!

Sarah Orchard

Memorable Moments #11

Was the finish of the final race at the Nationals, not knowing where we placed
but knowing that we worked as one, gave it our all and had our best race of the
season...

Tane Desmond

“Dragonboats Rock!, anything else is just atoy” Chip Haszard



