
ROUND 2: The Council 'Grudge' Cup. 

You really Really REALLY needed to see this race! Everyone (well, anyone that counted) knew it was going to be a 
closely fought battle, but what eventuated was the highlight of the day. EW's jump from the blocks appeared a little 
slow but they set a phenomenal pace throughout the second stage, shaving almost half-a-second of their Round 1 
time, and leaving ARC gasping for breath. EW won the Council Cup with considerable style in 1:15.94, beating ARC 
by a narrow but decisive 0.47 seconds. 

Go EW, Go EW, Rah Rah Rah and all that. 

Races are far more exciting if spectators know exactly what is going on and it encourages teams to be far more 
competitive if they know exactly what is required of them. For those with calculators (or the capacity to do a bit of 
mental arithmetic) it was a very exciting round (Round 2 that is.). EW moved into second place on the aggregate table 
(152.33) just behind LION (152.27) and ahead of AIRFORCE (153.25), ARC (153.83) and SKY (154.71) 

Round 3: Ladies and Gentlemen place your bets 

Race 20 (second race of Round 3) was the hardest of the day to pick (damn shame 
they don't have a totalisor at DB races, I would have made a fortune) and was 
shaping up to be an indicator for the Corporate Final with AIRFORCE, EW and ARC 
squaring off - (to make it harder the water was starting to get a little choppy and the 
wind was picking up) - these 3 teams all wanted a place in the Corporate Final so it 
was always going to be a hard fought race from start to finish. 

...and it really was a case of hold your breath and wait for the judges' decision as 
they went to the wire (and the judges took some time over the photo before announcing the winner). However, Team 
EW who seemed to be tiring near the end of the race (hardly surprising as they were racing without reserves) went 
down to a hard finishing AIRFORCE by the narrowest of margins, a mere 0.29 of a second! Nothing more than the bob 
of a wave! On a high note they did, once again, trash ARC. 

By the end of Round 3 and the culmination of '3 no-surrender' races by EW the EW Dragonboat team were the No.1 
seeded Corporate dragon boat team (Congratulations guys) with an aggregate that put 3 of the 5 open class teams to 
shame. Go EW Go EW...   The results (prior to finals) were: 

For me, this moment WAS the highlight of the Dragonboat season; EW had 
beaten ARC (the fourth seeded team) in 4 out of 4 races, WON the Councils Cup, 
went to within a third of a second behind the AIRFORCE in Round 3, were faster 
than LION, and were the No. 1 seeded team - on paper they were THE #1 team. 

 
These words were brought to you by the letters T, E and O 

 

 
 

Team Aggregate Time 
EW 
Airforce  
Lion      
ARC  

229.26 
229.89 
230.84 
231.15 


